Valley Creek School Council Meeting Minutes –  September 15th, 2026
Current Executive
	Chair: Sarah Parchewsky
	Key Communicator: VACANT
	Assistant Principal: 
Stephanie Buchan

	Vice-chair: Krista Delorme
	Principal: Sandra Martin
	Teacher Rep: 
Jenny Chan, Music

	Secretary: Celeste McIlhargey
	Assistant Principal: Meghan LaBarbera 
	Members-at-large: 



Attendees: 
Lisa Antichow, Celeste McIlhargey, Ashley Thiessen, Nate Thiessen, Vanessa Arndt, Randi Bilmour, Enas Al-Bahr, Brandy Legacy, Raye-Lynn Graham, Sarah Parchewsky, Sheri Pearson
Sandra Martin (Principal)
Stephanie Buchan (Assistant Principal)
Teacher rep – Jenny Chan, Music
1) Meeting called to order at 6:33 pm by Sarah. Welcome and Introductions.

2) Agenda reviewed. Motion to approve agenda by Brandy Seconded by Ashley and May 2026 meeting minutes by Ashley Seconded by Celeste All in Favour. Approved. 

3) Administration & School updates by Principal (Sandra) 

a) Admin Updates
· Sandra is officially the principal after being acting principal for quite some time
· Staffing was ready to go at the start of the year – this has led to a great start for VCS 
· We are working on keeping our website up to date – we are tag teaming it to make sure that all the events and activities are added to it. We will not be adding athletics because there is so much, and it doesn’t apply to everyone (specific to specific teams and students)
· The CBE also adds items to our calendar and schedule – for example some webinars that are available online. The webinars cover a variety of topics (ADHD, Vaping, School avoidance, Stress, stigma and safety, and more)
· These will be added to the Monthly Principal’s message – teachers message weekly – we don’t want to overload you 
· We have signed up for an online store to buy swag/athletic gear – everything is done through the online store so it is much easier administratively. Once the store closes, the items are delivered to the school. 
· In front of VCS they have added the speed humps and now they have expanded the curbs to prevent people from going around people who are turning at intersections. These calming measures are from the City of Calgary. Note from Sarah: many school councils have advocated for this, reminder no parking within 5 meters of a crosswalk
· Within the building we have several initiatives with funding: 
· CCC team – classroom complexity funding – 1 teacher + 2 educational assistants for the Grade 6 students. They have done some testing and will be using the data to review what supports are needed for the majority of the students (mostly looking at numeracy and literacy). This will be done in 6 week cycles so that we can determine how well our strategies are working. 
· Class size reduction grant – we were able to hire one more teacher for Grade 6 specifically to reduce class sizes.
· No funding has been announced for Grade 7 – 9 yet 
· Some events taking place this year: 
· Quebec trip for current Grade 8 + 9 students. We will be taking 40 students through a tour operator/company that works with many CBE schools. Deadline for expression of interest forms is September 18th. Draw happens on Monday September 21st and then announced on Tuesday September 22nd. First student meeting is September 23rd. The total cost is $3250. 6 days, 5 nights. Trip dates are not yet totally finalized as it is based on airplane tickets. This is open to both English and French students. 
· Grade 6 students will be participating in an overnight Camp Chief Hector trip in May. 
· Next year we will be looking at a sailing trip for Grade 8 and 9 students. We hope to alternate between sailing/Quebec each year. 
· Connection week is being changed this year – one full week was too much for a lot of the staff and children (it was a lot all crammed together). Connection events will be held throughout the year instead. The students mentioned this as something they wanted – more events spread out throughout the year. Connection week was typically led by the SWAT team (student wellbeing action team). They are invited to a symposium (this year in November) and then they plan how to improve student wellbeing. In previous years, the plan was Connection week – this year it will be more spread out.  

b) Guest update: Jenny Chan, music teacher
· We have 148 students up from last year from 100 and 75 the year before that
· We now have 2 classes per grade 
· We received more instruments from other schools to support the growth in the program
· Parent council has supported sending students to band clinics to get a good start up with their instrument (like a 1 hour tutorial). Typically takes place at the start of the year. 
· We are planning to go to a band festival in February, and an elementary tour (Symons Valley and Hidden Valley). This also helps to promote the program and gives students a chance to show their skills. 
· As we grow we now need to think about how we can accommodate the students. We are hoping this year that the students themselves will do their own fundraising. We are bringing this up at Parent Council so that perhaps parents who have a child in band will help with this aspect. 
· Students choose options starting in Grade 7: If you pick band you’ll get it – it’s a full year course (so it takes 2 option slots). It’s an every-other day course (A day and B day). 
· Band clinics are in a facility with small classrooms, we rent out the whole space and students are divided by instruments. A company comes and provides a teacher for each instrument and they provide instruction for approximately an hour (how to hold it, how to care for the instrument, etc). Band clinics support all instruments. 
· What is the difference between band and music? Band is called “instrumental music.” Jenny also offers guitar for grade 7 and Music 7 which is a digital music course – this helps students learn to compose (we use Band Lab to grab samples and manipulate them). Students build a song on the computer. 
· If a student isn’t able to get into the music course for Grade 7, can they take it in Grade 8? This is based on if students are interested, and if Jenny is able to keep teaching the course (based on other responsibilities). 
· How much does a band clinic cost and what is the timing/schedule? It runs during the school day (we are able to capture more students than after school). Typically they take place on Fridays – the students miss less core subject matter. One day per grade. 
c) Funding Requests
· No request yet for band clinics as she is still finalizing numbers. 
· No other requests provided 
d) Important Dates
· Meet the teacher Sept 17th 
· Terry Fox Run Sept 18th (with Hidden Valley School)
· No school Sept 25th, Sept 30th, Oct 12th, Oct 19th 
e) Admin Questions
· Is there anything planned for Grade 7 students? Not at this time – waiting to hear from teachers and their initiatives. 
· Why is the Grade 9 French classroom all together? This was implemented just this year. It was highly successful for Grade 7 French students last year, and they advocated to do it again for Grade 8 French students. Also: we are running out of spaces, and it also reduces the need for them to change classrooms. The space they are in is quite long. 
· What is the capacity/population of the school? We are full and have 812 students as of September 15th. We had a projection of 787 – but we were advised to keep our projection conservative. Next year our population will change once again because our designation is changing again – Ambleton, Starlink, Moraine, Glacier Ridge will go to SPB next year. Students in those areas entering Grade 9 may choose to stay at VCS. It is unclear if this is for French Immersion, or for English. 
· Is there capacity for more classrooms? For example Grade 8 classes are already near 30 students. Students actually hate when their classes change so we would aim not to do this. The budget for teachers is allocated on September 29th based on students currently enrolled (so students who come later may increase class sizes, but there may not be budget for it). The plan is likely to hire a resource teacher for Grade 7/8/9
· What is the council allowed to share via email using the school mailing list (for example: Purdy’s chocolates). There is an opt-in for some commercial messaging, where parents can opt in. But Sandra will look into it. 

4) Hidden Valley School Liaison Report (Raye-Lynn)
a) Bell times have changed 8:52 am – 3:27 pm – this supports the lunch time being longer
5) Hidden Valley Community Association Report (Raye-Lynn)
a) Over the summer there was a carnival/neighbour day with lots of attendance
b) This year Sounds and Spirit was cancelled as it was more directed towards adults 
c) The weekend before school started they hosted a Sports Day (basketball, soccer, slo-pitch). Coaches were available for each sport. 
d) Upcoming event is “Walk of the Pumpkins” on November 1st (drop off your pumpkin + vote on your favorite for prizes). Takes place at Hidden Hut. 
e) Winter festival is still in discussion – not yet confirmed 
f) The community association is requesting donations of outdoor string lights to put up at Christmas around the community.  
6) New Business/Other Business 
a) Volunteers needed: Key Communicator, Fundraising Committee
b) AGM on Tuesday, October 20th – please attend! There are vacant positions! Specifically fundraising.
c) Council meetings will be held virtually December to February – links will be provided later – December may not have a meeting
d) Laura Hack (School Trustee) has confirmed she will attend our meeting in January 
e) Parent Care program is needed for each Teacher conference/parent interview (Nov 26, March 28). This program coordinates food contributions from parent volunteers to feed the teachers since they don’t go home after school on the day of the parent-conferences. The first one is set up already. 
f) Chair will work on Annual report for CBE – this will happen after the AGM and will be prepared by the Chair 
g) We need volunteers to host a table for Meet the Teacher night on Thursday – this was requested by school admin. Sarah will be there but would like at least one other person. It’s only from 5 pm – 6:30 pm if you can only do a short time that is acceptable. Brandy and Ashley will support.  
h) Casino will take place Q2 of 2027. No firm dates yet. There are a variety of roles – anyone can volunteer. They provide you instructions when you are there. Lots of people bring a book. Roles are quite easy, you get a free meal, and the school makes a ton of money. This is our primary source of funding for council. 

7) Next meeting October 20th at 6:30 pm IN PERSON at Valley Creek School 
Motion to adjourn at 7:41 pm BY Sarah and seconded by Nate. All in favour. Adjourned. 
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